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“The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. _ 


€ovent Garden Cheatre. 

SHaksPeaRE’s Comedy of The Merry Wives of Windsor was last 
night performed at this house. Besides the intrinsic merits of the 
piece itself, it had the aid of some sweet music, which was delight- 
fully executed by Madame Vestris, Miss Forde, and Mr. Wood.— 
Bartley played the fat Knight in a very effective manner, and if he 
would but learn to add a little of the suaviter in medo, the effect would 
be greatly increased :—his Falstaff is superior to either C. Kemble’s 
or Faweett’s. Madame Vestris acted Mrs. Page with all that buoy- 
ancy of spirit, which renders her acting always pleasisg. ‘The Mre. 
Ford, of Miss Forde, wanted not animation ; but the same cannot be 
said of her caro sposo, as acted by Warde. Mrs. Quickly was acted 
by Mrs. Davenport—we need not add how!.,.The afterpiece was the 
new petite Opera of Home, sweet Home! or, The Ranz dee Vaches, 
which was warmly applauded throughout.—There was a very good 
house. 











Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Last night the Tragedy of King Lear, was acted at this Theatre, 
Mr. Young performing the choleric, but warm-hearted old monarch. 
The character of Lear is drawn by Shakspeare with consummate bold- 
ness and skill ; it is full of passion ; if for a moment be smothers his 
rage, he never conceals it ; his passion when most repressed is a sub- 
teraneous wind, heard with a deep sound as it rushes along, and when 
released, it is, indeed, a tempest, a very whirlwind. Mr. Young’s 
performance of Lear was highly creditable to his judgment ; several of 
his scenes might rank among the finest efforts of histrionic talent, and 
were justly applauded. The celebrated curse on Goneril, he delivered 
in an awfully energetic manner, and his mad scenes were finely acted; 
his reply to Gloster’s question, ‘‘ Is't not the king?” “ Ay every inch 
a king!” was given in a most fercible and dignified manner. On the 
whole, it was a very talented performance. 

Tue part of Cordelia does not afford an actress much oppertunity 
for the display of great powers; it is, however, a very beautiful part, 
and was rendered very interesting by the youth, beauty, and correct 
recitation of Miss Phillips. Mr. Cooper acted the assumed insanity 
of Edgar with great skill, and expressed those passages which may 
be called the lacid intervals, with feeling and tenderness ; we have 
seldom seen him appear to greater advantage. Mr. W. Farren acted 
Kent cleverly, but Kené was a nobleman, and thoagh blunt, kind 
hearted ; Mr. Farren did not by his delineation appear to have ‘kept 
this in mind. The hateful sisters Goneril and Regan were respectably 
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THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


performed by Mrs. W. West, and Mrs. Faucit. The subordinate parts 
were but indifferently filled. The new Ballet, and Giovanni in Lon- 
don coneluded, in which Miss Love introduced two very pretty songs, 
* Love from the Heart,’ and ‘ The Bonnie Highland Heather,’ with 
the most happy effect. Harley’s Leporello, is the best on the stage. 

Miss Smithson will make her first appearance at Covent Garden on 
Thursday in Easter week, when she will perform the character of 
Jane Shore, in which she caused a great sensation in Paris: her se- 
cond part will be Hermione, in The Distrest Mother. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epiror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street,Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to luxurate on a capital cup of Coffee, and a true 
Havannah—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have 
to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at oae or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday, I step into The Cosmorama, Regent Street—every day crowded— 
charming illusion—the effect of sunshine and shade astonishing—Edinburgh on 
fire—wander through Rome, Switzerland, Valley of Lauterbroun, and takea 
peep at the Sultana, and theSeraglio at Constanotinople—will change shortly. 

On Tuesday, I wander through the various departments of that popular and 
attractive Establishment, THe Royvat Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street—view The 
Coronation of Charles Xth, (very splendid) ‘The British Diorama, The De- 
scent from the Cross, the unrivalled Exhibition of 16 Pictures, cut with scis- 
sars, (indescribably beautiful and curious) The French Child, born with the 
inscription, ‘‘ Napoleon Empereur,’’ in its eyes, and the large Walnut Tree. 

On Wednesday, I step into the Horse Bazaar, Beker Street—inspect the mag- 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanical Automa— Musica! Lady, Juvenile 
Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a magnificent Vase, made by 
order of Napoleon, Birds, &c. In the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s discordant 
notes with some harmony divine, and may be found between 1 and 4 o’clock, at 
The Apollonicon ; in St. Martin’s Lane. 

On Thursday, I shall be found, with my Spectacles off, admiring the truly 
grand display of the Wonders of Nature—1 don’t mean the Naturals called 
Fops,but the Microscopic Wonders, exhibited by Mr. Carpenter, the Optician, 
in Regent Street. In the evening, I drop into Covent Garden Theatre to see 
The Invincibles, with The Sublime and Beautiful— always put me in a good 
humour—I am never tired ‘of hearing Wood's ‘ Fairest Flower,’ and Miss 
Hughes’s ‘ Hunter’s Signal Horn’—beautifully sung—nightly encored. 

On Friday, I shall lookin on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at bis Fancy 
Glass-norking Exhibition—an ingeniow pretty’ Workshop. Afterwards, ‘| 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood's curious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square. 

In the evening, went to Drury—saw; Plarche’s successful rama, ‘ Charles 
the Twelfth’—heard Miss Love sing her beautiful song, ‘ Rise gentle Moon’— 
most enthusiactically encored—elegant cemposition, by John Barnett—will be 
as‘popular as ‘The Light Guitar.’ 

On Saturday—All my. country cousius, with Mrs. Pry, are waiting to accom- 
pany me to that long-established Magazine of Novelties, Tur Western Ex- 
CHANGE BAzaan, Old Bond Street--fashion combined with usefulness—elegance 
with economy—lI always pop in at the private door, 14, Burlington Areade. 

Now haying given you my week’s perambulations, I'll kill an hout over one 
or two of eight Morning and Evening Papers at this aforesaid’ Divan, King 
Street—skim the Magazines, take a peep at a Chess match going on, whiff ano- 
ther Cigar, and then for the play—“ the play’s the thing’’-—but [ intrude— 
begfpardon Your's, PAUL Pir'yY. 

\P.§. Heard the divine Vestris sing, her new Song in Giovanni, ‘ The Banners 
of Blue’—beautiful, reminded me of Catalani’s best days— the audience call'd for 
it a third time—great honor—received three distinct rounds of applause—her 
Portrait is annexed to the Music. 

N. B. Being about to furnish a Villa on an elegant, bat economiéal’ pian; I 
daily examine Mixxs’s New Exhibition Rooms, connected with the Royal Ba- 
wart, Castle Street—every article splendid and useful—at half-price—and ne 
ehai ge for delivery. , 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (8th time) a new Opera, called 


The Maid of Judah 


Or, Knights Templars. 


( The Story) taken from Sir Waiter io 8 IVANHOE) 
TheWhole of the MUSIC composed by ROSSINI. 
Arranged and Adapted to the English Stage by Mr R. Lacy. 


Saxons. 
Cedric, of Rotherwood, Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
Ivanhoe, his son, (under the guise of a Pilgrim) Mr WOOD, 
Wamba, (the Jester) Mr KEELEY, 
Gurth, (the Swineherd) Mr FARLEY, Robin Hood, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Little John, MrO. SMITH, Oswald, Mr HENRY, 
Friar Tuck, Mr BARTLEY, 


Normans, 
Sir Lucas de Beaumanoir, Grand Master of the Templars, Mr EVANS 


Sir Brian de Boisguilbert, Mr WARDE, 
Sir Maurice de Bracey, Mr G. STANSBURY, Damian, Mr HOLL, 
Albert de Malvoisin, Mr BIANCHI TAYLOR, 


_., Jews. 
Isaac, of York, Mr EGERTON, 
Rebecea, his Daughter, (the Maid of Judah) Miss PATON. 
New Scenery. 

Scene I—A Forest, and remains of a Druidical Temple in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire 2—The Hall of Cedric, the Saxon, in the Castle of Rotherwood 
8—Sherwood Forest, by Moonlight, with the Castle of Torquilstone in the 
distance 4-—The Dungeon Vault in the Castle of Torquilstone 5—The In- 
terior of a high Tower opening upon the Parapet of the Castle 6—Another 
View in the Forest of Sherwood, the Castle still in sight 7—The Hall of 
Torquilstone—the Assault, Burning, and Destruction of the Castle 9--The 
Tristing Tree, in the Forest of Sherwood 9—-The Garden of the Preceptory 
of Templestowe 10—A Romantic Glade near the Preceptory '11—The 
Hall of Justice arranged for the Trial of Rebccca 12—The Exterior of the 
Castle of Templestowe, and the Barrier erected for the TOURNAMENT. 

After which, (3rd time) a new Divertisement, called 


Auld Robin Gray. 


Principal Dancers. 
Mr D’'ALBERT, Mrs BEDFORD, Mrs VEDY, Miss THOMASIN, 
Miss EGAN, Miss GRIFFITHS, Miss VIALS, &c. 
To conclade with the Farce of 


Honest Thieves. 


Col. Careless, Mr DIDDEAR, Captain Mavley, Mr HORREBOW, 
Mr Storey, Mr IRWIN, Justice Day, Mr EVANS, 
Abel Day........Mr KEELEY, Obadiah......... Mr J. REEVE, 
Teagne, Mr POWER, Coachman, Mr GRANT. 
Ruth... ...Miss NELSON, Mrs Day.......Mrs DAVENPORT, 
Arahella, Miss FORDE: 


To-morrow, nv Performance. 











| Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Play of 


THE STRANGER. 


The Stranger, Mr YOUNG, 
Count Wintersen, Mr MUDE, Peter, Mr HARLEY, | 
Baron Steinfort, Mr COOPER, ‘ 
Tobias, Mr YOUNGE, Francis, Mr BROWNE, 
Solomon, Mr W. FARREN, 


Countess Wintersen Mrs FAUCIT, 
Mrs Haller, Miss PHILLIPS, 
Savoyards Miss A. TREE and Miss GRANT, 
Sharlotte, Mrs ORGER. 














After which, (13th time) a new Ballet, called 


Litile Goody Two Shoes. 


Margery, and Little Goody ‘Two Shoes Miss ROSA BYRNE, 
Dancers, Misses ANGELICA, RYAL, and BASEKE, 


Characters and Village Girls, Mess. Howell, Wieland, Chikini, Fenton, © 
Bartlett, Misses Macdonald, Ballin, Chikisi, Vallancy. 
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After which, the Farce of The 


Green Eyed Monster. 
Baron Speyenhausen, Mr W. FARREN, 4 
Marcus, Mr BROWNE, = Kraut, Mr HARLEY, | 
Col. Arnsdorf, Mr COOPER. 
Amelia, Miss E. TREE, Luise, Miss LOVE, 
Lady Speyenhausen, Mrs FAUCIT. 


To-morrow, a Grand Oratorio. 
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Prioted and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Stran:. 
All Communications mast be post paid.—Printing in General. 
=} The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of Subscribers at 2s. 
per Month. 
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